[Sensitivity and specificity of antigliadine antibodies in the diagnosis of celiac disease in a population of children in Toscana].
The aim of this study was to determine the value of IgA and IgG antigliadin antibody test (AGA) for screening, diagnosis and follow-up of coeliac disease. A rapid, simple, sensitive and accurate immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was used to determine AGA IgA and IgG in the sera of patients with untreated coeliac disease (I stage), coeliac patients in gluten withdrawal, healthy controls, children with gastroenterological disorders other than coeliac disease and children with constitutional short stature. In the I stage of coeliac disease the AGA IgA gave a sensitivity of 90.9% and a specificity of 97.9%, the IgG assay resulted in a sensitivity of 100% and a specificity of 82.3%. AGA IgG resulted positive in 17.7% of control disease group, but it's interesting to remark that they had a mean level significantly lower than in coeliac patients. On gluten free diet the titres of AGA IgA returned to normal value in three months, while the AGA IgG showed a slower decrease.